McConnell Relents to Schumer in Filibuster Fight as 
Manchin/Sinema Oppose 
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The Senate now belongs to the Democrats for the next two years at least, however that does not mean that 
Republicans are without obstruction power. A tool often used is called a filibuster, which essentially means 
that a member of the chamber talks endlessly about a bill to exhaust everyone and grind debate to a halt. 
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McConnell has already signaled he would fight the abolishing of the filibuster, but has now relented. But that 
his only because two centrist Democrats, Sinema and Manchin, are in opposition to abolish the filibuster. 
Both these Senators could be termed center-left Republicans or center-right Democrats, even thought they 
are both Democrats. The problem for new Majority Leader Schumer is to get all his senators on board for 
Biden’s agenda, or there will be gridlock for the foreseeable future and Democrats stand a huge change of 
losing the Senate in the 2022 midterms. However, there is something else Democrats can do to stop 
Republican obstruction. 


In this scenario, Binder says, Democrats would end the filibuster on organizing resolutions in a 
targeted way, just as Democrats previously ended filibusters only on executive and judicial nominations 
but not on Supreme Court nominations, and similar to how McConnell and Republicans expanded that 
move to end filibusters only on Supreme Court nominations. However, Binder added, this would in 
effect push the Senate further into procedural warfare. 


The Vice President can break deadlock if necessary, and this would mean Democrats could squeeze 
legislation past. This of course presupposes centrists like Sinema and Manchin are on board, which in many 
cases would be doubtful. But it also makes it more likely that such nuclear options would be used in the 
future. Given the current trajectory we are seeing with Biden, | don’t anticipate any progressive legislation 
coming down the pike, especially as regards economics. Although | certainly hope otherwise. 
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